Dear Howard, 



4/28/70 



It bed been m.y hope to find a relatively relaxed tine to answer your 
letter with thought and csre^ I do know ho v you feol as, to a degree, you seem 
to understand how I do, *nd do not want, in h*ste, to nske you feel -worse or 
to express myself less lucidly then I might, thus, p«rhp®s, C9using you needless 
pain. But I have an unexpected large job that is pressing thst I must do immediately . 
I requires the analysis of about e thousand pages and ineking recommendations based 
on wnat I detect cr think I do. So, before starting that, es I should have today 
but couldn’t for ether reasons (the CES-LBJ thing and the Skolnick matter took 
some phone time), I do begin a ropJ.y, at least, and will write until 1 get toe tired 
or until 1 complete it. 

Perfection is not a condition of man, Howard. 7^ all m^kes mistakes, 
and intention is often irrelevant. I’ve made more then I’d like to nave made. I 
fear 1 make tuem more with younger people, osfecislly those I like. I did \i th 
you, as 1 ocknolwedged, and I should hc,ve ba-, n more linn when you were getting 
into areas .vnare I was satisfied there was ri3k, for i kae* the danger of tna risk 
outweighed the maximum possible benefit. In this sense, the Skelncik fiasco is 
my fault also, for I should hove barn more firm with the friend who is directly 
responsible for it. however, while younger people t*=*nu to tnink of the "generation 
gap”, older people tend to think in terms of the needs of those younger, or their 
freedom to learn and grow with experience (w^ioh nothing replaces). In discussion 
?, r ith that fellow, I made it clear 1 wanted no publicity and why. knew it, as he 
acknclwedges - indeed, as he told Skojnick, who seems to a&ve agreed, as pa rt of 
his deceit end misrepresentation. However, because i my liking for that man, and 
because ae had helped me, instead cf immediately and unequivocally, perhaps aiafcA- 
toriolly, saying absolutely no and then not discussing it I erred. 



You may not really know wnat ohn sought. He is eaten with ego, but he 
is neither stupid nor incompetent. 1 era by no means certain ^ know. I tnink I know 
his objectives, I am awaiting the appraisals of Hick end u ary before 1 express my 
own. But of some 1 an reasonably confident, or others * have only suspi clone. In 
time, after Hick and Gary and x nave chewed it over, you’ll knew wnat I think, 
enywey, and probably whet the ethers do. 



By now you know he left Bhila andsre turned to see you, wuich ia 
costly and tine -consuming and not the kind of thing a bHsy men does for no 
reason. John ia something lees than ggnerous. Two years ago I went to KET to swing 
some people for him, and I did quite a lot of work when n a loused up his 0 wn suit. 

But when Gary asked a very simple task of him, including the printing of two pictures 
in duplicate, he messed that up and the cost of the four prints was $16.00, es I 
recall. One set was to come with me, and they aid-with a bill, after oil that. So, 
J ohn is not the kind to waste money or time, 8 3 he sees it. 



The essential question ia not of hurt of me but of endangering my part 
of the work some of us do, in varying degrees. Some of it, as you should know, is 
rather ticklish. J ome of it, if J ohn steals he, he’ll mess up, ee you should have 
detected, for even in his own specialty hi3 knowledge is deficient. While there was 
danger of personal Hurt to me, the more important thing wsa brewing what I bad 
worked so hard to get and em still laboring to get. This includes on9 of tne tuings 
he is going craxy trying to get. He wouldn’t kr.ow what it really meons if I vere 
to give it to him. 



Your expression of your feelings is not sob stuff. I do not think you 
regard it as that end I do not think you should so refer to it. 



I knew this 
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had tc disturb you much, 99 it did me* There ere variations between people, some 
of personality, eoms of age, sad it is not always possible to estimate the amount 
of perturbation ©ccurately. I also suggest this was no lees painful fcr me, esp* 
sinoe my work is woet wee involved and I have an anxiety condition added to the 
many problems, some of which are kno«n to you# in. any «- veut, there wea no joy in 
it for anyone* point mere is tuat you 3hould not be aehmed of an honest emotion, 
should not epologize for it* There «oulo be sot.-etidng wrong only if you felt no 
such emotion. Unfortunately, in other erosa, as you live your life, more or varying 
degree are inevitable* 

Conr.aly pix. *ou are right. You referred to hia having an »rsy showing 
3 frags and * must nave Said picture* 

Your *399 picture: I’d eppr3ci«*te a copy cf the coverin; letter to 
attach to it and e note from you saying you printed for me the print you gave me 
from it. I tpvQ o dupe I ordered from the archives, but you blew up tbe part I 
will use* I have a single 8x10 now with my two ani it. Dick, incidently, still 
disagrees. If Nichols 1 Is at on angle or ?!th lighting that helps, of course 1*11 
went that ond 1*11 keep rushing with tha archives for it, each time oi lowing tbe 
pessege of enough time to make it look like what they re>'lly are in court. If you 
ret a copy from them, let me ’enow, for I have ordered it often. I*a also like to 
see yours as soon as possibls id they faily to aup ly me. remaps you indicate 
elsewhere John is giving you e copy. 

When you talk about tiF_bese you do so witneufc knowledge of wnst -*• had 
tell J ohn, fcr x had trusted aim. e may not have caught the alteration, but re sure 
knew viuat I was up to witn the first picture and ne*d nave to bo a blithering ididri 
not to catch any c^-anga. I hops he isl One of fcne inportnneas of n is, which dates 
to 5/08, is if it snows this, as you say, for tont dotos the time It hepoened to 
before 5/o8 (unless Dick is right). 

The Bell tuing and the Comsliy fr gmen-s and — rcya are in Hi. he $ot 
this when he first read it, tha lsta winter or early Spring of ±3apc 1963, though 
he doesn't toll you tnat. If he carried it farther, fine. It would have been more 
comforting if he hed done this, assuming he did, in whet onca tree the customary 
way of scholarship. 

(’tfhen you refer tc certain paragraphs of my loUsrs, 1 am not taking 
tue time to get them and check, for I’d not- get done if 1 did. Jut there is nothing 
personal, no intended personal insult, in any of it.) 

Dick has the seme problem ^ have, wants to help oaople, which is 
proper, vjhat is wrong is the high percentage of shady characters. And na is not 
SB inhibited and concerned as I for ne has none of tue litsrary 3 take and is not 
engaged in the rather ticklish t aings that occupy me. So, he eou,d mere easily, 
without feeling eny concern, tell John things, lie also knew the large amount of 
work I did for John. 

If you do not kow think of things you did not report of this meeting- 
end I think elsewhere in this letter younreport some-please bear it in mind and if 
anything leter assumes significance, plaese let Dick and me know promptly. Or if 
it seems like it mi^it if you had knowledge you might not-Just ?. ything suspicious. 

Maybe I one time did consider forged X-Bays. If I did, it is so long ago 
I have forgotten it, and I do not think I ever really did. Several efforts were m9da 
to send me in that direction, tut n^ver took it. I had a helluva fight with Gar- 
rison and his staff, Selandria and nis pals over this. I held the contrary con- 
viction. I think I’ll never be without the consequences of that success. Terrible 





terible emotional strain and experience. This is what got us into Halleck’s court. 
But what a light it wae! I alone neld tnere was no possibility of forgery or that 
if it happened, tue forgery was so incompetent it proved them wrong. 

Howard, do not feel tna t yours is tne only ego that occasionally needs 
deflating, le ull hove taeia aaj tuoy all need it. You h^ve just nad leas experience 
with the unpleasantness of it. But it is also an essential, for men wfaonwould 
wrlc constructively and keep within reasonable, rational limits. It is also hard 
to swallow ones ego, but that also must be learned, end it is no more eongeniel 
then an ulcer. 



It is also unpleesanf: that we must be honorable, that we must keep 
confidences, ^hic is not, ever easy. It always requires special effort. Anf you’ve 
ool less time tc learn these tnings. You will. But until tnen, you Must aspect 
that when t-ero is danger ana others ’mow, you will be told, how often depending 
on tu3 state of mind cl wooever tells you and his appraisal of t re danger. Some- 
time s there is no time for diplomacy. 

I think it would ce better if ycu ^saite^ to learn fron Dicholo whatever 
yen asked cl him. I also encourage y-u to not telre it os unounstioned because lie 
£8ya it arid because h* hce nis qualifications, Check his opinions. If he hep 
offered a copy of ain cpiture (I may be wrong in thinking you said sorrethinT of 
this), by ell maans, Dick and I should see it. There is no such thing as en 
"exclusive" on ar. archives picture. I think t first use soould be the t of the oifi 
for whom taken, but the Ardhivos doesn’t even go that far. My purposes-, ns you know, 
ere not to steal his picture, or would Dick, tith Lifton, there is little chance 
he'll ever give you anything of value. Certai nly he’ll not give you whet o*h<=rs do 
not nave. I do not know t net he has anything of hie own of first-rank value, fronkly, 
and his beieifs are simply incredible. I think in is b ttor to dub the tape then to 
Bond too original to him. But, if it gets lost, it should be possible to replace. 
i f d been promised a copy 1 never got. I’ll ask &ery if ne know anyone wnc has it. I 
have only academic interest in it, something of no great v.Miur- but of possible 
historic interest in a large file. 



I still do not nave the memo of transfer. x t has been directed to me but 
is being suppressed by G3A. bhen I got it, you, Dick end Gary will know whot it says 
am means. I’ve already Jrdicated ray knowledge of what jt contains over and above 
a f i Lm receipt, and to whom it was givap, by whom signed. I have just done something 
new, but there is no point in going icto that. First I T 11 liove to see if this 
approach accomplishes anything. However, you should also understand there is seme* 
times an advantage in duplicating requests. VThen this is done, it should be done 
after consultation or by request. Y ou should recall some cases of the recent past. 
But not, ever, one-3idedly, for there is always with important things the hazard 
of crossing something up. CE397/CD371: You can have the Behmer lett.ernto me if you 
noed itj I presume you recall it. But I think it would be best to leave tnis for my 
suit... our questions on tne Kichols base photo:yes on all counts. Tell them he has 
shown it to you (and order two copi 3 s. I’ll get my own end we 11 new this ona for 
Dick if it is forthcoming. Meanwhile, I can study this be fore -sending it, to uim. ) 

There was a typo. A a you know, feel I cannot tek 9 time to correct the 
many, though 1 know it wastes tna time of others. I meant not ’erase " byt "trace". I 
have taa skeletal coert you got for me. * 0 urs end mine are this identical and I can 
overlay s sxetch on tracing paper. Or, make your tracing and add tuis, which might 
be better. 



Gotta atop. I do appreciate your letter, ^ command you end rssoect you 
more for your self-analysis and a basic integrity wnich israppe.rent. I want, to add 
one other thing: you ere dealing with mature men and being treated as an equal. 

l~ It" Cl "° Pl * Ce3 6reater *“ U3Ual burden on years, try and be prepared 
tp react above your years and experience. Baay regards. * 



